International neurosurgery: neurosurgical training and practice in India, Korea, Japan, and Australasia.
During the 1985 annual meeting of the Congress of Neurological Surgeons in Honolulu, neurosurgical training and practice in India, Korea, Japan, and Australasia were discussed at the International Committee symposium. This article summarizes the information presented. India has about 300 neurosurgeons for a population of 650 million, while Japan has about 4,000 neurosurgeons and trainees for a population of 120 million. Korea has 424 neurosurgeons for a population of 41.5 million, and Australasia has 92 neurosurgeons and 19 trainees for 17.5 million people. Various other demographic, institutional, organizational, and economic aspects of neurological health care and delivery, education, and quality control are described. While financing and availability of adequate neurosurgical care remains a major problem in India, it appears that reducing the number of neurosurgical trainees remains, as it is in North America, a major issue in Japan and, to a lesser extent, in Korea. This problem, as well as certification of the quality of training, is being managed effectively in Australasia.